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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 19555 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, RP, CU 

SUBJECT: CUBAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS TO MARCOS 

1 . NEWLY ARRIVED CUBAN AMBASSADOR JOSE ARTEAGA HERNANDEZ, 
PRESENTED CREDENTIALS DEC 16. CEREMONY GOT MODERATE 
PUBLICITY IN MANILA PRESS. PRESIDENT MARCOS EXPRESSED HOPE 
THAT REESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS "WILL MAKE MORE 
FRUITFUL IN PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO PEOPLES AND 
COUNTRIES ARISING OUT OF THEIR SIMILAR PASTS, COMMON HOPES 
AND ASPIRATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT, AND RESPECT FOR OTHER 
COUNTRIES, REGARDLESS OF IDEOLOGY OR PERSUASION." 

2. CUBAN-PHILIPPINE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WERE BROKEN WHEN 
US BROKE RELATIONS WITH CUBA IN 1961. THEY WERE RESTORED 
WHEN MRS. MARCOS VISITED HAVANA IN AUGUST 1975. FIRST 
CUBAN DIPLOMATS ARRIVED IN MANILA IN AUGUST 1976. HOWEVER, 
MUCH TO CHAKGRIN OF CUBANS, GOP DELAYED FOR MONTHS IN 
GRANTING AGREMENT TO ARTEAGA WHEN THE LOCAL SECURITY 
ESTABLISHMENT BECAME FULLY AWARE OF IMPLICATIONS OF 
FACT THAT HE IS MEMBER OF CUBAN CP'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
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AND A VETERAN OF MANY YEARS" EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH 
ASIAN COMMUNIST PARTIES. CUBANS WERE PARTICULARLY 
IRRITATED BECAUSE IT WAS THEIR UNDERSTANDING THAT MRS. 

MARCOS HAD AGREED TO ARTEAGA APPOINTMENT WHEN SHE 
VISITED HAVANA. 
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3. AS SENIOR CUBAN DIPLOMAT IN SOUTHEASE ASIA, IT IS 
EXPECTED THAT ARTEAGA WILL BE ACCREDITED TO OTHER ASEAN 
COUNTRIES WHEN AND IF RELATIONS ARE ESTABLISHED. STAFF 
OF CUBAN EMBASSY NOW TOTALS SEVEN (GOP IS PERMITTING A 
TOTAL OF EIGHT.) WITH CHINESE MISSION ALREADY WELL 
ESTABLISHED, VIETNAMESE JUST ARRIVED, AND SOVIETS ON 
THE WAY, MANILA IS ABOUT TO HAVE FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN HISTORY A RATHER FULL PANOPLY OF COMMUNIST DIPLOMATS 
(THERE ARE NO RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA AND, OF EASE 
EUROPEANS, YUGOSLAVS AND ROMANIANS ARE IN 
RESIDENCE.) 
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